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Thomas M. Menino is serving his fifth term as Mayor of the City of Boston. The first Italian-
American Mayor of Boston, he was elected to his first term on November 2, 1993, winning 
64 percent of the vote and 18 of the city’s 22 wards. Most recently, Mayor Menino won a 
historic fifth election in November, 2009 with 57 percent of the vote. Prior to his election in 
1993, he previously served four months as Acting Mayor and nine years as a District City 

Councilor from Boston’s Hyde Park neighborhood. During his tenure as Mayor of Boston, Mayor Menino has 
worked hard to improve the quality of life for all of Boston’s 589,000 residents. Among his main priorities, are: 
providing every child with a quality education; creating affordable housing; lowering the crime rate; revitalizing 
Boston’s neighborhoods; and promoting a healthy lifestyle for all city residents. Mayor Menino and his wife, 
the former Angela Faletra, have two children, Susan and Thomas, Jr., and six grandchildren.

Donald M. Berwick, MD, MPP, FRCP, President and CEO, Institute for Healthcare 
Improvement (IHI), is one of the nation’s leading authorities on health care quality 
and improvement.  He is also clinical professor of pediatrics and health care policy 
at the Harvard Medical School and Professor in the Department of Health Policy and 
Management at the Harvard School of Public Health. Dr. Berwick has served as vice chair 
of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, the first “Independent Member” of the Board 

of Trustees of the American Hospital Association, and chair of the National Advisory Council of the Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality. In 2005, he was appointed “Honorary Knight Commander of the British 
Empire” by the Queen of England in honor of his work with the British National Health Service.

Gay Vernon has been a voice in Boston radio since 1981.  A graduate of Marietta College 
in Ohio, Gay’s first on-air radio job was as a sports reporter at WOTW in Nashua, New 
Hampshire and at WMUR TV in Manchester. Gay crossed over from sports to news when 
she accepted the position of Morning News Anchor for “The Loren and Wally Show” on 
105.7 WVBF.  From 1990-1991, Gay anchored the morning news on Boston’s WEEI and 
covered The Gulf War. In 1991 Gay Vernon became the News Director of Boston’s #1 

adult radio station, MAGIC 106.7 WMJX.  Since that time, she has been a key ingredient in MAGIC’s ratings 
success in Morning Drive.  Gay is the producer of 3 public affairs programs and is the co-host of MAGIC 
106.7’s award winning program “Exceptional Women”. “Exceptional Women” is the winner of 32 local and 
national awards, including 17 Gracie Allen Awards for excellence in programming by and for women from the 
American Women in Radio and Television. Gay was honored with the 2006 Jimmy Award for her commitment 
to the mission of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and the Jimmy Fund.



Hubert (Hubie) E. Jones

Clayton H. W. Turnbull

Ronald Wacker

Hubie Jones is Dean Emeritus of the Boston University School of Social work, where 
he served as Professor and Dean from 1977 to 1993. He was Special Assistant to the 
Chancellor for Urban Affairs at the University of Massachusetts Boston from 1995 to 2003. 
Professor Jones has played a key role in the formation and leadership of at least thirty 
community organizations within the black community and across the city. Since 2002, he 
has been founder and president of the Boston Children’s Chorus. He has served as a trustee 

at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute for 10 years and a trustee of the Foley Hoag Foundation for 25 years. He 
earned his B.A. from the City College of New York and master’s degree from Boston University School of 
Social Work. He has been awarded honorary doctorate degrees from Northeastern University, Lesley University 
and the Massachusetts School of Professional Psychology.

Clayton H.W. Turnbull in 1992 secured the rights to develop a geographical area for 
Dunkin’ Donuts as a Franchisee.  His purchase of an Exclusive Development Agreement 
with Dunkin’ Donuts for major parts of Dorchester, Mattapan, Roxbury and the South End 
has been the launching pad for the network of stores The Waldwin Group has developed. As 
CEO of The Waldwin Group, Inc. Mr. Turnbull’s passion and commitment for the business 

is evident by his frequent visibility in the stores.  Mr. Turnbull is a graduate of The University of Massachusetts 
and has lived in Boston for 40 years. He remains involved in shaping the future of the city. He recently served 
as Chair Person of The Neighborhood Housing Trust and was Vice President of the 2004 Democratic National 
Convention. He has served on the board of Citizen’s Bank of Boston, Morgan Memorial Goodwill Industries, 
Black & White Boston and The Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative.

Ron Wacker is an independent consultant with nine years of consulting expertise in a variety 
of health care delivery and financing activities. In all subject areas, emphasis is placed on 
the benefits that can be achieved through multi-stakeholder alignment across purchasers, 
health plans and health care providers. Previously, Mr. Wacker was with Kaiser Permanente 
where he held various executive roles. These roles included Chief Administrative Officer 
for its Ohio Region and Vice President of Strategic Planning nationally. In 1983, he was 

awarded the American College of Healthcare Executives “Best Article of the Year” award for his article with 
Joe Peters “Hospital Strategic Planning Must be Rooted in Values and Ethics.” At that time, he was Director of 
the Division of Hospital Planning for the American Hospital Association.
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